existed. The unconscious, and dynamic psychiatry has received far too much emphasis, and as for Freud, surely few physicians in the history of medicine have been the subject of such intensive, some might say excessive, study. The result has been that for some of us a slight sinking feeling at the pit of the stomach takes place on being confronted with yet another book on the history of dynamic psychiatry. I The Radcliffe Infirmary has been fortunate in its historian. Dr. Robb-Smith makes plain his love for the place and has adopted a style reminiscent of John Aubrey.
Acknowledging his debt to A. G. Gibson for the early years, he has surrounded the dates, the names and the facts with enlightening gossip which gains rather than loses by not being always germane to the Infirmary. The reader is carried along, although swept along would in places more accurately describe the sensation, in a breathless tide of reminiscence, comment and whimsy. The whole effect is enchanting and the reader need not be an Oxford man nor a Radcliffe addict to be enchanted, although for such the pleasure must be all the greater. Beginning in that first English age of Book Reviews lay compassion, the end of the eighteenth century, the hospital's ups and downs are faithfully recorded, and due praise is given to the long and varied procession of benefactors from John Radcliffe to Nuffield. Oxford, known as the home of lost causes, has certainly provided two wonderful exceptions in life-saving penicillin, first used on humans at the Radcliffe, and the life-preventing and life-enhancing contraceptive, Volpar. Dr. Robb-Smith writes that 'for the more recent period I have relied to some extent on my own memories and those of my friends'. Posterity, as well as contemporaries, will be grateful for the chance to have the contents of such excellent memories so industriously and happily recounted.
A (1) The ULtschental is a valley in the Swiss district of Wallis. In 1950 it had 1,405 inhabitants, considerably less than in the past. Cut off by mountains from the rest of the world its medical practices are a law to themselves. There had not been a resident physician in the ULtschen valley until 1930, and there is only one today. The birth of babies was assisted by lay women. When complications were expected pregnant women were, shortly before giving birth, taken to the Rhone valley but often they had to walk there. In winter, with the constant threat of avalanches, all childbirths had to take place on the spot. Even caesarean sections were performed by unqualified and untrained persons.
The well-chosen photographs show such things as a rope hanging from the ceiling which the woman can hold on to while giving birth. Most of the information on actual practice, the same throughout the centuries, comes from conversations and visits to patients with Marjosa Tannast, the old midwife without a diploma but with a long memory and an amazing amount of common sense. Each incident is led up to by comparison with primitive customs in other parts of the world and parallels from 'civilized' obstetric history. The general picture is by no means idyllic. Yet the greatest happiness for every Lotschental woman is to have a large number of healthy children. This ethic can perhaps be understood when one considers that the punishment for artificially induced abortion (p. 25) has been (or still is?) between five and twelve years of penal servitude.
(2) This opulent volume is adorned with a number of illustrations of medicohistorical interest, besides portraits and facsimiles. It begins with a historical section on the city of Basle, continues with a chapter on buildings and administration, and then follows the medico-historical section and a clinical section. Heinrich Buess is the author of the medico-historical part. He deals with the most important personalities: Felix Platter (1536-1614), who was not a mere theoretician, but practised in spite of the prevalent prejudice against male obstetricians; Johann Jakob Bischoff (1841-92), Hermann Fehling (1847 -1925 , Ernst Bumm (1858 -1925 , Otto von Herff (1856 -1916 and Alfred Labhardt ; the first five heads of the Biirgerspital
